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Reagan supercabmet’
Ato have low profile? |

s 'By GodtreySperlinng. :

.- Staffcorrespondentof -

The Chnstian Science Monitor

e T Washington
Prwdent-elec .'~'Ronald"*Reagans

"‘supercabmet” concept is undergoing
stresses and strains even betore 1t be-

comes areality. -

There now is a strong poss:bmty that
it will be a de facto “supercabmet ’’ not
a tomal one. .. s

an ‘elite advisory group within the offi-
cial Cabinet that will counsel him in
making decxsxons on subj ects ‘across the

But due to object!ons he is heann
the President-elect now may put tms

_planinto action quietly — making it part

of his government but playing down its

_existence so as-not to antagomze the |
" other Cabinet members. ™/~

The Reagan chief of statf-deswnate
James Baker, is one ‘of those who is
pushing for this quiet approach to the

~adoption of *‘supergovernment.”

‘“Otherwise,” he says, “you are go-
ing to downgrade 11 other Cabinet mem-
bers — and in so doing you irntate their

_constituencies ]

R

- ‘That'is, Mr. Reagan-intends to have | |

L within.~. . . their i Brzezmskl and earlier by Henry A. Kissinger, goes to Meese.

£ Baker made it clear that be could hve much more com-

" AepArtments.” s .- st oo e e "

.. “Also,” said Mr. Baker, “you antagomze the committee i

chairmen in Congress whose activity isretated to the Cabmet ;

members who are left out of thesupergovemment Tt
-
It 1s understood that it is Reagan s mtenhon to put to- !
gether a hard-core advisory unit that would consist of Secre- -
tary of State- Alexander M. Haig, Secretary of Defense‘I
_Caspar W. Weinberger, Secretary of Treasury Donald T
Regan, Attorney General William French Srmth and very |
hkely CIA director William Casey. .. - - |

1__‘ e

““Edwin Meese III, who will be a Cabmet-rank counselor to .
Reagan is strongly backing the formai *'supercabinet” con-
-cept. In fact, it seems that all that now needs to be decided is .
whether the President-elect will emphasize or play down his
move to this kind of government — one which copxes ms ap-

-

l
proach as governor of Cahforma i . . j

A i

% r,ﬁ “If we ‘decide to do it [pubhcly announce a supercabmet)

sald Baker, “I ll do what Icanto see that 1t works

Otherw:se Baker pomted out, he had no doubt ‘that the”
Presxdent would set up this kind of government anyway —
“that is, he would be meetmg with only a select few of hls
(‘abmet most of the time. - < ;- ; i

Jb

fortably with a supercabinet of this kind — soft-pedaled soas
“not to embarrass the other members of the Cabinet. ’
~Who will win out in this early Reagan Whlte House inner
struggle" R - A_;;_. w_\
One observer pomts out that an answer may lie in the
omces Baker and Meese are going to occupy. Baker gets
Jack Watsen’s chief-of-staff office, a choice location. -

But the “prime property,” now oecupied by Zblgn.iew

~ Meese is extremely close to Reagan and as been for
years C B *»,.\ : - ,_

* But Baker has won Reacan s admxratxon and respect in 1
recent months during the campaign — and his “say” is bemg i
given a lot.of weight by the President-elect.

In the superéabidét concept, Mdesé would piay’a Central
.roje:as coormnator, moderator anu at nmes, consultant to-

thePresxdent RV S N e X
:Both: Baker and Meese are known for bemg c’ood natured !
and easy to get along with.'Thus, they are working out how
:the supercabinet will be implemented in. an amicable way
"that will not t.hreaten to erode. their exceptxonally -good
relahonshxp TR i
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